Rt. 12, Frederick, *d. 21701 
1 1/24/76 


Ms. ‘‘argaret Gentry 
AP 

Washington , D.C. 

Dear **■, Gentry, 

You may not hare writtan yestardayAa account of Richard SJragus's breakfast spsech 
at tha Press Club. What follows may interest you. I'd a; r elate it if you give tills 
to the reporter who did write th« piece if you did not. All I have is the *-wire story 
from our local a.m. Their feed is from Baltimore, I tidaic. I presume it is not the full 
A— wire story. 

It is about factual error that I write, an incomplete quote that changee its entire 

sense t 

"Bay admitted killing King... He answered affirmatively when asked by the court before 
sentencing: "Are you pleading guilty to murder in the first degree in tills case because 
you killed Dr. Martin Luther King?'" 

If Sprague quoted this andno more the omission is not accidental. Among the box 
of my records 1 loaned him a month ago is the transcript of that guilty-plea hearing. 

I stipulated that th«ae not be made available to other writers without having the 

working press in mind. However, if they kf«p their promisee, which to date they have mot, 
tbay wili not make it available, I will. It is easier for you to check in my Frame— Up 
if AP kept it whea * gave it a copy in early 1971. Extensive direct quotes from that 
transcript begin on p. 104. Where Ray laterrupted ton perevent Percy Foreman's extension 
of the voir dire to which Ray had agreed, an extension that did make him appear to be a 
lone killer, is on pp. 106— 9. The only reasonable meaning of Ray's Interruption i.» to 
srerent Foreman's extending what Ray agreed to (be says was coerced into and I believe him) 
is that with agreement that there was no conspiracy Ray would be the only one to haye 
been the ehoster. I am confident he me not, but bis concern was sot Ramsey Clark. It was 
being made to cgnf.s- the actual killing. When given a chance to deny this umdar oath 
and subject to ee rsa examinntoon in October 1974 Ray did deny it. I have that t anscript 
if you want it. 

The rest of the quota from H»ttle'a queatioa ia an p. 102. Plenee note the limita- 
tions sad qu^Ufi cations in i*J "because you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under such 

■ qrfifqurcqt-fiyB _w.QiuA jiwke ygu guilty of murder in the first degree under the law «e 

einiaina.) to you by your lawyers? 

E*xh of ny fit para to undarscoring3 ia to amphasiza a diffaraat qualification that 
raallt meamBattla did aot aak "Did you ahoot Dr. *±ng.* Murdar first doaa aot raquira 
tha accused to hava basa th* actual murders ir, 

I intend ao criticism of tha reporting bars. Thsre is only so much a reporter caa 
laiow is cavarlAg may story. But I am intarastad ia knowing if this is all tha quota 
Soragua uaad. If tbs Club tapas tha a a appaaraacas 1 would lika to haar tha entira thing. 

Thara is arror ia Caorga Lardaar'a story ia today 1 # Post. I do aot prasuma tha 
arror la Gaorga*s. Howavar, tha aubpoaaaaa vara aot limitad to "law aaforcomaat agaacios." 

That thay vara aot lad to tha last of tha stroag dlaagraemaata I had with Spragua and 

his itaff. Dasjlta rapaatad prior promiaaa mot to do vhat ia quit# impropar, aubpoaaa 

tha films of lv ay , » prior couaaal agaiaat whoa ha has filad a aarlaa of complaints ia 

courts, ha did just that. Tha subpoamaaa war# algaad tha day bafora Sprsgua'a pareonal 

aaauraacaa to ^im hasar aad oa to tha contrary. Tha day af tar I aaat Spragua a rat liar 

stroag protest, lata ia the day, ha phoaad ^aaar to apologlza for still another unia— 

teadad arror.” If it was that who running tha shop? Ho told Lasar ha would hold that 

subpoaaa ia abayaaoa or caacal it, I do aot know which. It is aa iataadad aad gross 

viol ation of tha most basic rights to privacy of couasal. more whan it is thosa vdth 

wbami iuiy is iEt litigation. Now, which makas tha damaga to him greater. Sines rely, Harold Vaisbargf 


